
Richer School PTO 

Meeting Minutes - October 12, 2017 

 

 
 

PTO Board Members: Kris Mikula & Stacy Reynolds, co-presidents 

              Alison Gontarz, vice-president 

              Jennifer Byrne, treasurer 

              Patty Saman, secretary 

                                         Kate Haywood, volunteer coordinator 

 

 
 

Attendance: Amy Sinni, Stephen Dion, Laura May, Christopher Dame, Laura Verhejian, MaryEllen Klusacek, 

Mike Klusacek, Ana Silva, Zayed Fekada, Cheryl Crowley, Carrie Tsianatelis, Alex Tsianatelis, Jessi Bradley, 

Marissa Kane, Jennifer Campbell,  Stacy Reynolds, Patty Saman, Kate Haywood, Principal Skaza and Asst. 

Principal Padilla 

 

 
 

● Special Guest: Mayor Vigeant: Talked about how there is 35 street projects going on at this time. If 

you go to the city website you can view a map of where these projects are.  A study was done to 

determine which roads needed to get paved. A company came in and rated every single street in 

Marlborough. Then the DPW Commissioner came up with his own list. They determined some of 

the worst streets that needed to get fixed while also working on some “not so bad” streets to 

repave them before they get really bad. Will save money in the long run. Mayor has a 20 year plan 

to get every street fixed putting in 4-5 million dollars a year. This year more money was put in than 

that. The new school has determined to be built next to the skating rink by Marlborough High 

School. They started looking at options 2 years ago. They needed a lot of 8-10 acres which there is 

not a lot of locations in Marlborough that size. It will be the 4th elementary school and once built 

all the 5th graders will go back to elementary. Originally looked at Richer School in which to build it 

but if they did it here they would not be able to move the 5th graders back and at some point all 

the Richer students would have to move to another location for 8-10 months. This would not have 

been feasible. Expecting to open doors in 2020. It is taking so long because money is coming in 

from the state so we need to follow the state’s guidelines. When the 5th grade is taken out of 

Whitcomb the school administration will be moving in leaving the preschool so then the preschool 

will have extra space. A new fire station is looking to be built on the western side of town. They are 

putting a committee together. Will identify 2 new sites that will have 2+ acres on them. There is no 

grant involved with this project so it can be built much quicker once a site has been identified. The 

Apex Center entrances and exits has been designed for the continuous traffic flow that is expected. 

It was noted that as of now there are lots of trucks going down Glen Street to dead end and then 

turning around ignoring the Dead End sign. Mayor Vigeant talked about adding a No Truck Sign 

there to help end this. A study was done about replacing the lead connections. It is because of 



some chemical being used and most of the lead connectors are owned by homeowners. The cost 

would be 5 million to get them all replaced. A lot of these properties are rental properties in which 

the homeowner doesn’t want to replace them or individual homes in which the homeowner 

doesn’t have the money to replace them.  So Marlborough is getting a loan and going to replace 

them. It will take about 5 years to replace.   

● Past Events: Bingo Night was very successful. Genevieve’s fundraiser is finished. Completely on 

track with how much has been made compared to last year.  

● Fundraisers:  Mrs. Fields is due on October 20th. They have to go home on that day since they need 

to be kept frozen. Looking for volunteers to help pass them out. Boosterthon: Still looking for 

sponsors for t-shirts. Every business that sponsors any amount of shirts will get their name on their 

shirt. Great for marketing. Even families can make a donation.  It is an on-line pledged based 

fundraiser. Kids get t-shirts and get to run in the gym with glo-sticks and each lap they complete 

they will get a check on their shirt. It is during school and before this event during their lunches a 

video will be shown.  Chick-Fil-A: Has reached out to Principal Skaza about donating books to the 

school. Dr. Skaza explained how he had a conversation with the manager of Chick-Fil-A and talked 

about how the Richer School had a huge diverse population of families and that we don’t want to 

alienate or exclude anybody. The manager agreed and said that he doesn’t have the same views as 

corporate does and that each franchise within Chick-Fil-A doesn’t have to incorporate those views 

that corporate might have. So we are accepting the donation from Chick-Fil-A. 

● Upcoming Events: Bookfair: This is from Oct 30-Nov 3. Need volunteers for during the day and for 

the night of Science Fair. Don’t need to use the register. Can just help the kids pick out books and 

help the cashiers put them into bags as needed.  Science Night: Is Nov 2nd from 6-8. Looking for 

volunteers to do science stations, bake sale, set up and clean up. Having some special guests like 

Boston Scientific and 2 5th grade science teachers at Whitcomb School doing a Wind Tunnel. In 

addition, Andrea Morton (a math teacher at Richer) is doing a Build a Boat station. We also need 

supplies donated.  Cultural Arts: There are 2 cultural arts events per grade and 1 for the entire 

school. There is an author coming for the 4th grade and the PTO has bought her book for each of 

the students. In November the 3rd graders go to Plymouth Plantation. The 2nd graders will get to 

use dog sleds and Catch the Science Bug. The kindergartners have puppets and musicians. All this is 

because of the money the PTO makes through the fundraisers.  Raffle: Every PTO meeting for now 

on will have a raffle of some kind whether it is a gift basket or a gift certificate. Come to the 

meeting and you get a chance to win. On top of that, every time a person volunteers they get their 

name into a raffle for the end of the year and then a much larger prize will be raffled off. The more 

you volunteer the more chances you will get to win. Monthly Spirit Day: Every month there will be a 

spirit day in which the kids can participate. Alongside spirit day will be a way to donate to a local 

charity. Examples are “pjammin” where kids where pajamas to school and donate to children’s 

cancer. It was mentioned that Kane does a dress as your favorite character day. And it was also 

mentioned that each grade level could “own” a charity. They can decide what to do for that day 

and lead the school in that spirit day.  

● Winner of this month’s Raffle: Carrie Tsianatelis 

 

Note Taker: Patty Saman 

  


